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world  hog  ntimbers  have  increased  sharply  since  World  War  II,  par- 
ticularly in  Europe,  establishing  a  new  record.    Numbers  in  the  United 
States  have  increased  in  recent  years  but  are  still  below  the  average  for 
19U6-50. 
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World  hog  numbers  increased  slightly  daring  1955  to  a  nev/  al3.-tiine 
high  of  373  million  or  about  1  percent  greater  than  a  year  earlier, 
Tlie  total  is  27  percent  greater  than  prewar  and  52  percent  above  the 
low  level  of  19i46»50#  according  to  an  anmial  review  of  nmabers  in  im- 
portant countries  of  the  world. 

World  hog  slaughter  daring  1956  will  probably  be  about  the  same  as 
a  year  earlier  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  hogs.    Slaughter  in  the 
second  half  of  the  year  will  depend  partly  upon  the  number  of  pigs 
saved  in  the  spring  of  1956  (Northern  Hemisphere),    Some  redaction  in 
the  1956  spring  pig  crop  is  indicated  for  the  United  Stat-es.  However, 
production  in  Western  Europe  as  a  whole  appears  likely  to  continue 
large* 

Daring  1955  hog  numbers  increased  around  8  percent  in  North  America 
and  1  percent  in  Eorope,  with  all  of  the  increase  in  Sastern  Europe. 
A.pparently  there  was  little  change  in  Africa,  Asia  and  Oceania.  Numbers 
decreased  moderately  in  South  America*    They  were  maintained  or  may  have 
increased  again  in  the  U,S»SoR,  and  Communist  China* 

HOGS?    Estimated  world  totals  by  continent  or  area,  averages 
1936»i40  and  19i46~50,  annual  1955  and  1956 


Continent 
or  area 


Averag©  '  i  t  Increase  (•«■)  or 

decrease  (-) 
"1956  ^~T95^ 

iThousaoids  iThousands  sThousands  sThousands  :Percent  :Percent 


1936-iiO  1  19i46»50    s   1955  i/  •   1956  i/ 


North  America 
Europe  i 

Asia  t 
South  America 
Africa  s 

Oceania  s 
Total 


61,1^00 
76,500 
32^300 
86^300 
31^300 

3^00 
2,100 


7li,5oo 
59,300 
13,000 
58,300 
33^900 
3,900 
2^000 


69,100 
953(000 

102^700 
Ii5f600 

3,900 
2,200 


7ii^U00 
95,800 

102,300 
ii3,200 
3,900 
2,200 


t  +21 

1  +25 
t  « 

2  +19 
8  +38 

t  +15 


+  8 
+  1 
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293,300    I  2Ui^900    s  369^500    s  373,300    :  +2? 


+  1 


1/  Preliminary 
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Nimbers  In  the  United  States  increased        million  head  diiring  1955 
and  -^e  total  of  55  mlllon  head°"on  farms  January  1,  1956,  was  the 
largest  for  that  date  since  1952.    On  December  1,  1955  there  were  an 
estimated  6  million  on  C^adian  farms,  an  increase  of  over  500,000  from 
a  year  earlier,  and  the  largest  for  that  date  sine©  19144.    Numbers  have 
been  increasing  steadily  in  Meaico  for  several  years*    Hog  production 
in  Qiiba  is  at  low  lerrels  con^ared  -^th  for-mer  years* 

Hog  nujfabers  in  Western  Eiirop©  r^aainad  relatively  mchanged  during 
1955  but  noaibers  continued  to  increase  in  Eastern  Europe.    There  wer© 
increases  in  Austa^a^  ^ance,  Greecea  Ireland,  and  l^e  Netherlands. 

There  was  a  decrease  during  195^  in  Deninarkj,  and  the  Unj.ted  Kingdom. 

In  most  years  sine©  the  close  of  World  War  II  hog  numbers  in  Western 
Europe  have  increased  steadily  to  reach  a  peak,  during  1955  and  1956,  It 
may  be  that  this  current  high  level  is  about  the  maximum  that  can  be 
maintained  with  available  feed  supplies        still  maint-ain  production  of 
other  livestock  and  food  crops  at  current  levels.    Further  large  iucr eases 
in  hog  production  in  the  area  as  a  whole  may  be  possible  only  under  excep- 
tional conditions  when  hog  production  is  unusually  profitable «. 

At  present  pork  prices  in  the  United  States  are  below  those  in  many 
countries  of  Western  Europe  and  th©  United  States  caald  export  to  that 
area  if  it  were  not  for  trade  barrders  which  restrict  this  trade.  In 
some  respects  the  current  situation  is  comparable  to  prewar  when  the 
United  States  was  a  large  sixrplus  producer  of  pork.    But  the  situation 
differs  in  that  the  European  market  is  largely  closed  to  the  United  States 
due  to  trade  and  sanitary  restrictions* 

Hog  nuiabers  are  at  high  levels  in  Asia»    It  is  believed  that  hog 
production  in  Cororaunist_China.  has  increased  mterially  in  the  past  several 
years*.    NuM)ers"ari"~alio"'"aF^gh  levels  in  jjidia^  the  Philippine  HeguMic^ 
Scu;to  j^grea  and  Indonesia.    Numbers  in  Japan  have  been  increasing  also  and 
at  the  present  tijsie  are  moderately  above  prewar*    Numbers  in  Formosa  de- 
clined materially  in  1955* 

Most  of  the  decrease  in  hog  nTU!±>ers  in  South  America  during  1955  was 
in  Brazilj  iriiich  attained  a  large  inventor^''  at  the  beginning  of  1955  • 
Numbers  in  Venezuela  probably  have  continued  to  increase  steadily  in 
recent  years. 

Africa  produces  few  hogs  because  of  its  small  grain  production. 
?fuuibers  in  t±ie  Union  of  South  Africa  remain  at  relatively  low  levels  and 
apparently  have  not  changed  much  'in'  the  past  several  years.    In  the 
Belgian  Congo  hog  production  has  increased  markedly  during  that  period* 
NuBibers  are  at  low  levels  in  Jladagascar  and  Tunisia. 

Hog  nufflibers  in  Austr'alla  in  March  1955  were  the  largest  for  that 
date  since  19ii6.  Ttie  number  in  New  Zealand  in  Januaiy  1956  was  esti- 
mated to  be  the  largest  since  I9I42  but  still  below  prewar* 
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This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  articles  on  world 
agricultural  production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agriciiltural  Service 
Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It  is  based  in 
part  upon  reports  of  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  U,  S«  representa- 
tives abroad. 


A  suiranaiy  of  this  information  was  published  in  the  Apidl  2,  1956  issue  of 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets. 


